Child and adolescent psychiatry: toward the twenty-first century.
The history of child and adolescent psychiatry is reviewed, from its beginning in the Hull House movement in Chicago a century ago through subsequent social and scientific transformations. The field's relationships to academic medicine, to progress in the basic sciences, and to child advocacy are described. Current challenges to the field, including the gaps in and barriers to care, the emergence of for-profit enterprises, and the lack of consensus regarding health care regulation, are discussed in terms of the evolving social mission of the profession. Priorities for the next century are identified.